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As the 2018 school year is 
winding down to a close, 
Seniors are preparing 
themselves for graduation 
day. The early signs were 
clear-- prom, spring sports, 
and the blood drive. Now in 
this final week -- scooter day, 
the minor inconvenience of 
this year?s senior prank, and 
of course tractor day. 
Although seniors graduate a 
week before school ends, 
many of them have checked 
out even earlier due to an all- 
too-common case of 
"Senior-itis." However, this is far from the truth for Jacob Cervantes. 
In his final year of high school Jacob has maintained an above 4.0 
grade point average while tackling a full AP course load, and is 
interested in pursuing a major in secondary education. He 
specifically wants to teach chemistry. Many of you know Jacob from 
his announcements on the morning news, and now he has even 
more insight to offer students about his time at RSHS.

What  was your  favor it e high school exper ience? 
My favorite experience was last year, at the end of the year in Mr. 
Stickler?s AP Environmental class. I went kayaking with the entire 
class. We spent the whole day kayaking; it was really fun. Our kayak 
almost sank because there was a hole in it, but we didn?t know 
about that. At the very end we were struggling to paddle with it, but 
it was still really fun. (Continued on Pg. 2)

What  are AP classes l ike?

I have taken four Advanced 
Placement (AP) classes over 
the course of my high school 
career: Calculus AB/BC, 
Psychology, and English 12. 
For me, the math classes were 
more vigorous than English or 
Social Studies. My friend, John 
DeBiase, described AP classes 
as ?just like any other class, 
just a step up.? Of course, 
each of them was a different 
experience; all classes are 
structured differently. I?ve 
been taught in environments 
that resembled a college 
course and others that felt 
like a regular high school 
classroom. Classes that build 
off of previously learned 
material, like Spanish, will 
further develop your skills in 
those areas. Most, such as 
Music Theory, expose you to 
brand new material you 
would not have seen in other 
classes. You should expect a 
lecture of some kind in each 
class. (Continued Pg. 3)
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What  would have done dif ferent ly in h igh school?
I probably would have joined a sport. It?s an easy place to meet people, and good exercise. If I would 
have joined a club or sport in the beginning of high school I would have met a lot more people. 

What  are your  t hought s leading up t o graduat ion day?
I wish that I had more time to spend in these days where it?s just having fun and not focusing on 
studying. I?ve just been wishing to have more time to spend with everyone here. 

How do you feel about  leaving RSHS?
I?m in a lot better place now than I was in my freshman year. I think it?s cool that high school has 
changed me, but it?s sad to be going. I'm looking forward to what college will bring. It?s probably not 
going to hurt; it 's going to be a new experience that I will enjoy. 

What  do you have planned for  t he sum m er? 
I would like to be working. I hopefully will have a job at the Weis in Havre de Grace. Besides that, 
nothing much. Trying to keep up with my friends mostly.
  

Are you at t ending college af t er  h igh school?
Yes, Salisbury University. 

What  m ade you choose Salisbury?
There were a few schools we visited, but Salisbury was one of the most affordable that I could find. It 
also has my major. I considered Frostburg but it would have taken five years to graduate, where at 
Salisbury it?s only four. And on top of that I have so many AP credits it may only be three years. That?s 
the main force that drove my decision, plus the school?s campus looks really nice. 

What  are you excit ed about  for  college?
I guess more freedom. The way I see it is: the transition from elementary to middle school -- you get 
more freedom. And from middle school to high school -- you get more freedom.  It feels like the same 
thing. 

What  advice do you have for  next  year ?s Seniors?
Enjoy it while it lasts. Try and make the most of every moment. Don?t put off doing anything because 
the earlier you do it, the more time you will have to do other things. If I would have spent less time 
doing homework because I put it off, then I would have had more time to spend with my friends, 
which is what I want to do now. 

Are t here any resources you would recom m end t o Seniors?
Talk to your guidance counselor more often. Especially if you have senior option, then during that 
time you have an opportunity to walk in and talk to them. 

Did you apply for  any scholarships?
 Yeah, a few. I mainly used the same essay and re-purposed it for different applications. I got a bunch 
of scholarships for individual colleges but not many were outside of that. (Continued on Pg. 3) 
 



How m uch work  do t hey require?

If you?re expecting to put in litt le effort, you may want to rethink 
taking an AP course. AP courses often require a whole lot of 
reading and writing. There?s almost always a textbook, which you 
will want to use if you want a passing grade. Homework, especially 
if you are taking a math course, should be expected. Note taking 
during class is encouraged and in some cases necessary. You?ll 
have tests to take, essays to write, and problems to solve, often in a 
faster amount of time than you are used to. You have to adapt to 
an accelerated schedule (when compared to regular courses). If 
you do not have strong time management skills, you?ll need to 
develop them if you take APs, especially if you take several. (You 
have to remember that the AP test is not at the end of the school 
year, so the course material has to be covered by around the 
beginning of May. That?s a whole month of the school year that you 
won't have to prepare for the test.)

How do t he classes com pare t o t he t est s?

The tests are not as difficult as they may seem. Though sitting for 
several hours and filling out answer sheets can be stressful, I have 
found that the classes are often harder than the tests. The tests 
can either represent what you have seen in class as a whole or 
individual parts.  That means you?re probably over-prepared for the 
college credit test, which I have felt about a majority of my tests, so 
I wouldn?t complain. It is a bit uncomfortable being in the same 
seat for hours at a time, but that is not something new; we 
experience that with most testing.

Are t hey wor t h it ?

Well, this is a subjective question. Do you want the college credit? If 
you do, keep in mind that acceptable scores vary by college. You 
should look into the colleges you're interested in prior to taking the 
test or even the class. Do you feel you can commit to the class(es)? 
Your time is valuable and can be spent doing other things, and 
these classes will take it up. Is money an issue? Don?t forget that 
there is a payment due for each test, usually around ninety dollars. 
There are waivers for some, though. Ultimately, you should ask 
yourself if you care how well you do and will work hard enough to 
make the most of AP.

Personally, I was up to the challenge, and I have not found them 
daunting. In fact, some of my honors classes have required more of 
my time and effort than some AP classes have. Over the course of 
my junior and senior years, I have found that they are worth it. 
Even if I don?t pass the tests, I have still learned, or at least been 
exposed to, the material; I have also developed better study skills 
and habits, and that information will follow through into college 
and whatever else I do in the future. AP classes may prepare you 
for what you could encounter, but their effectiveness depends on 
you.

Are scholarships wor t h t he 
ef for t ?
Yeah, I think so. If you don?t 
apply, there is no way you will 
get any of them. There is no 
reason not to apply; the effort 
seems like a lot at first, but it 
isn?t that much. Sometimes you 
have to write a specific essay 
but it really doesn?t take that 
long. 

Any shout  out s t o t eachers?
Mr. Stickler, Mr. Shober, and 
Mrs. Perry. They were all pretty 
cool. 

As the Senior class prepares for 
life after the public school 
system, many Juniors picture 
themselves this time next year. 
There are important decisions 
to be made, and unknowns on 
the horizon. It?s a good idea to 
plan early for your future like 
Jacob has done. If you are 
interested in pursuing college 
after high school, there are 
countless resources available, 
such as the the Common App, 
College Board, and your 
guidance counselor. The Rising 
Sun Tiger Times newspaper 
team congratulates Jacob and 
all of this year?s graduating 
class. We wish them luck in their 
adventures after high school. 
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Tractor Day is a long-beloved tradition here at Rising Sun High School. Our school is the only school in 
the county that has tractor day. It is a day where those who participate ride their tractors to school and 
show off their own country rides. According to junior Connor James, some are ?just here for the 
experience? and are just happy to join in, but what makes this day so memorable for other students 
who take part ?

Why do you par t icipat e in Tract or  Day?

Kyle Ingerson:

 ?Tractor Day is one of the great traditions at Rising Sun that I feel 
separates our school from the rest in the county. It?s always a fun 
atmosphere to see, and when my cousins talked to me about 
participating with them this year, I jumped right on it! I mean how 
often do you get to ride on a couch to school?! It was a fun experience 
that I?ll always remember and I?m looking forward to hopefully doing it 
again next year! God bless the litt le town of Rising Sun and 
Ceciltucky!!?

Hannah Basht :

 ?It?s a tradition that I have been waiting for. My dad did not let me drive the 
tractor until this year. It has been a memorable event for my senior year?

Mat t hew Willey:

 ?Tractor Day to me is something I never really got too involved in mainly 
because I couldn?t take my grandfather?s tractor until this year, but he finally 
gave me the chance to take the tractor. I?ve been trying to bribe him to let me 
take it since freshman year and now he finally gave in.?

Thom as St auf fer : 

 ?Tractor Day is one of the best days of the year for me; it?s a chance to build 
something cool and show it off to my peers.?

Cole St af ford:

 ?Tractor day is a tradition that?s been around the school for years, and I am just happy to carry it on.?
 

TRACTOR DAY: A RISING SUN TRADITION 
BY CHEYENNE HASH



You?ve taken the SAT, and you?re not liking your score. How can you raise it? The SAT is not really 
something you can study for, but it is something you can prepare for. My main advice to those of you 
who want to improve is this: Practice. Practice. Practice. There are plenty of books and resources at 
your disposal. College Board even has an Official SAT Study Guide that you can find for free online. 
There are also official practice tests on their website. You should know your areas of weakness based 
on your score report, so focus on them, but don?t forget to keep practicing your stronger skills as well. 
An aspect of the test you may want to keep in mind is that SAT questions are phrased oddly; getting 
familiar with weirdly-worded problems may be worth your time. This way, when you take the test 
again, you probably won?t be caught off guard or confused. Hopefully you won?t need it after 
practicing and such, but good luck increasing your scores! 

MAY THE 4TH BE WITH YOU: STAR WARS NIGHT

The Rising Sun High School Library Advisory Committee hosted Star Wars Night on Friday, May 
4th. Students of all ages from across the county were invited to participate in the festivities held 
in honor of the popular movie franchise. In addition to a movie screening, guests enjoyed a 
variety of video games, crafts, trivia contests, a photo booth, and a performance by members of 
the Rising Sun High School band. Be on the look out for similar events next year!

 

 The SAT:  How to Improve  Your Scores  By Rebecca Kelley 



Congrat ulat ions t o t he Class of  2018!
The Tiger Times staff would like to wish the entire senior class the best of luck as they 
set off on their future endeavors. Wherever your path may take you, just know that 

everyone here at Rising Sun High School is rooting for your continued success. 

We would also like to take a moment to specifically acknowledge Rebecca Kelley. 
Thank you so much for your dedication this past year and for all your hard work 

helping to get our newspaper started! Good luck next year at West Chester!

THE TIGER TIMES PUZZLE
Direct ions: Use t he key t o t he r ight  t o decode t he 
m essage below. 
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